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To the Honourable the -o+ 4 


Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſles 


OF THE 


Houſe of Commons 


In PaxLiamenTt Afﬀembled, 


PROPOSALS 


Moſt Humbly Offered 


 & i 


Raiſing (in all Likelyhood Jupwards of Five Millions 
of Money, without Charging the Poor, or Bur- 
thening the Rich. 


=— TS 


Such Ways and Means, that (for the greateſt part 


thereot ) the Payers will voluntarily Tax them- 
lelves, 


AS ALSO 


Some Objections anſwered, And a Method pro- 
poled for the caſte Collefion thereof, with much 
Certainty and {mall Charge. 


London : Printed for the Author, x £56 
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PROPOSALS, xc 


The Means are as followeth, (v4iz.) 


ff H AT the Sum of one Shilling be laid on every Thouſand 

of Bricks and Tyles, payable by the Buyer (except for 

ſuch as ſhall be uſed in the King's Buildings and Repairs, 
and of thoſe uſed in Building and Repairing of Churches, Chappels, 
Hoſpitals,and Alms-Houſes.) And the Brick or Tyle-maker to pay 
Duty for what he ſhall convert to his own Ule in Building. Thus 
will chiefly,but eaſily affe&t only Moneyed Men, intected with the 
Plaguy Itch of Building. 

2. That for every Perſon who ſhall Learn Muſick, Singing, or 
Dancing, the Sum of Two Shillings per Month or Quarter, payable 
at the beginning of each Month or Quarter ; one Noiety by the 
Mafter or Teacher, and the other by the Schollar. This will as 
much afte&4 the Moneyed Mechanick, as the Duke, Lord or Eſquire. 

3. That twelve Pence in the Pound be laid on the Price of all 
Gold Chains, Rings, Pearl, and Jewels whatſoever, Clocks, Gold 
and Silver Watches : And three Pence per Ounce on all Silver Plate 
Bought or Exchanged ; and on Gold and Silver Lace and Fringe, 
or any Lace or Fringe mixed with Gold or Silver, payable by the 
Conſumptioner. Theſe, crhough not abſolutely Neceſſary , will 
equally affe& from the Crown to the Moneyed Clown. 

4 That twelve Pence in the Pound Value be laid on all Ching 
Ware, Cabinets, Tables and Stands, Strong Boxes, and Eſcritoires, 
payable by the Conſumptioner 

5. That the Sum of Five Shillings per Piece be laid on all PiQures 
Imported, payable by the Importer : And the Sum of two Shilhngs 
in the Pound for all Piftures fold by Auttion or otherwiſe ; and the 
Ike Sum of ewoShillings in the Pound on all Pictures Drawn by 
the Lite or otherwile, in Oyl, Water, or dry Colours : The one 
Motety by the Drawer or Seller, and the other by the Buyer : 
Allotwo Stulhings tor every Engraved Sculpture on Bras or Copper, 
or Meztinta Plate or Cutt ; payable by the Engraver betore ix 
thall be printed off. 

A 2 6. That 


— —_— MD, 


6. That the Sum of Twelve Pence in the Pound value be laid on 
all Hatts, Peruques, and Commodes or Head-Dreſles for Women, 
and on Muffs and Tippets (except for Common-Soldiers Hatts, and 
ſuch as are under the Price of Five Shillings) to be paid by the Con» 
ſumptioner. It is here meant, and {o in other things, that trom Five 
Shuillings, and under Tweaty Shillings, to pay but Sixpence, and ſo 
to advance and pay at the Rate of Sixpence tor every Ten Shillings 
in the Price of any Commodity ; and all uader Five Shillings tor 
eaſe of the Poor in paying nothing. 

7. That Six Pence be laid on every Play-houle Ticket for Box or 
Pit, and ſo proportionably tor other places; and for all Stage-Plays, 
and Shows at Fairs, &c. payable by the SpeRators, at their cnatrance 
into ſuch Play or Show, Sc. 

8. That Twelve Pence in.the Pound value be laid on every ori- 
ginal Copy of Book, Pamphlet or Play, that ſhall be printed; the 
one Moiety by the Author, and the other by the Purchaſer of ſuch 
Copy ; unleſs the Author ſhall at his own Charge Priat the ſame ; 
In that caſe he to pay the whole Tax according to the Value, to be 
adjudged by two or. more Printers to be Sworn tor that purpoſe , 
before ſuch Book ſhall be put into the Preſs. (Except for ſuch.Books 
of Devotion as ſhall be given in Charity.) 


In all the before Particulars all Perſons Tax themſelves according 
to ſuch Degrees as their Extravagancies ſhall prompt to excced the 
Deceat and Neceſſary Uſes of them : Several whereof not being 
at all abſolutely requiſite, (viz.) Muſick, Singing, Dancing, Gold 
Chains, Rings, Pearl and Precious Jewels; Clocks, Watches, Plate, 
Fringe and Lace, China, Pitures, &c. nor indeed the Exceſſes in 
Perukes and Commodes, and particularly Extravagant Building, 
eſpecially in the middle and under Rank. of People, during the 
preſent Chargeable War; However, ſuch whole Quality and For- 
tunes ought chiefly to have, and that can afford them, and ſuch 
others whoſe Pride, Humour, and. Excelies in thoſe Vanities, do, 
and will far exceed ſuch Decent and Neceſſary Uſes (a thing often 
wiſh'd and attempted to be reſtrain'd.) I think (with moſt Humble 
Submiſſion) are the Perſons who with moſt Eaſe, and leaſt Damage 
or Burthen, can, and ought moſt largely to contribute to the Extra- 
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ordinary Expence of the War, ſince every ſuch Perſon may, and 
can abridge at pleaſure. 

But few Men are ſo Critically knowing in the Intrinſick Value 
of any Commodity herein named (Plate excepted) as to tell within 
the-Sums mentioned for Taxes, whither they Buy Dear or Cheap, 
ſo by conſequence cannot feel it. h 

And becauſe very few Yeomen or Farmers will be concern'd in 
any of the aforementioned Particulars (who have as yet born but 
ſmall ſhare in the Charge of the War, though ſeldom (it ever) better 
Markets for Corn, Butter, Cheeſe,&c. than ſince the War. That it 

9. One Shilling per Quarter were laid on every Plow of Horſes 
or Oxen, whoſe owner Farms or Rents above Pounds per” 
Annum ( having regard herein for ſuch Free-holders who have 
paid the Land-Tax for their Free-holds.) And one” Shilling per” 
Quarter payable by all Perſons who wear or pretend to wear Swords, 
(Excepting the Army, and with other due Exceptions) together 
with twelve Pence to be paid for every Motion at any of the Bars of 
His Majeſty's Courts of Record, and alſo Twenty Shillings for every: 
Cauſe or Trial, &e. in any of the ſaid Courts ; or at -Aſſizes, upon 
a Verdi& given for any thing above the Value of Pounds, to 
be firſt paid down by the Plaintiff, and allowed bir in his Bill of- 
Coſts by the Defendant, if caſt, otherwiſe not ; they would make 
conſiderable Additions to the Fund. 

It may probably be objected, That 

"Twill be hard on the Buyer , who parts with his Money for 
any thing herein named, to pay the Tax, when perhaps he may be 
out-reach'd in the price; therefore more reafonable to be paid by 
the ſeller who gets progſh; &c. 

The A»/wer hereunto is Obvious, if Conſider'd, that firſt, none 
will be Burthen'd with Taxes for any Commoditie, that lies oa hand 
dead and unſold: Secondly the ſeller is debarr'd of any Juſt preten» 
ſions for Inhancing the price thereot, beyond the uſual Value, now: - 
cammon in all things Taxed, as Bottles, Glafs; Coles, Stamp d Paper 
and Parchment, &c. But in the Manner here Propoled, fuch pre- 
tenſions are whelly taken away : And Laſtly, the Tax will more 
certainly be pay'd, tor nodcller will put himlelt at the Mercy ot any 
Intorming Buyer, ſince it comes not out of his, but. the Buyers Pocker. 

Now 
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Now the Method Propoſed for the Eafie Collelling a Tax thus 

laid, w Briefly thus, 

That in every Houſe or Shop, where theſe Commodities are made, 
or fold, there may be fixed, the Kings Box, fo contrived, (which | 
can do), as not to be p.ck'd or open'd | whereof the King's head Re- 
ceiver, of each Pariſh, Ward, or Hundredto keep the Key : the Ma- 
{ter of each ſuch Houſe or Shop to have Three pence in the Pound 
tor all Taxes put therein, and to be an{werable as well for the due 
payment as the goodne(s thereof : Having Books tor that purpoſe, 
wherein to be Entred, the Buyer aad Sellers Name, and the Name 
of the Commodity, and price (old tor, with the Summ paid for 
Tax: which the taid Houle or Shop-keeper, ſhall be obliged to re- 
ceive and put into the ſaid Box, in the view of fuch Buyer, before 
delivery of fach Commodity, whether for ready Money,nor on Cre- 
dit : And for avoiding all Frand and Deceit therein, upon the In- 
formation of any ſuch Buyer, and proof thereof upon Oath before 
any Juſtice of Peace, or two or more Commiſſioners for Taxes, 
within 48 hours after any Goods or Commodity fo Faxed, being 
ſold and delivered, for which the Tax hath not been Demanded and 
actually pay'd into the Box, and fairly Enter'd in the Book as afore- 
ſaid, the fetter of (uch Commodity to forfeit the Suamm of 
for every ſuch Omiſlion, the one Moiety to the King, and the 0- 
ther to the Informer : And every ſuch Houle or Shop keeper, tobe 
anſwerable for their Wife, Servants, and Apprentices unfaithfulneſs 
therein : The ſaid Box to be opened by (uch Receiver at Pleaſure, 
in the Preſence of two or more of the Commiſſioners within that 
Pariſh, Ward, or Hundred, and of the Houſe or Shop-keeper : And 
being adjuſted with the Book of Entry's ; the ſaid Receiver to give 

ttance for the Summ therein found, and a fair Copy thereof 
atteſted under rhe Hands and Seals of the faid Commiſſioners, and 
Houle or Shop-keeper, to be returned Quarterly into his Majeſties 
Exchequer, ſoas the ſaid Receiver may be charged to anſwer the 
ſame. 

The Teachers of Muſick, Dancing, and Singing, to be obliged 
not to Teach, under a Penalty, until the Tax be fiſt paid, at the 
next Box to the place where tuch Schollar ſhall be Taught. 


The 
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The Tax on Plows and Swords to- be Colle&ted and Aﬀeſſed as 
the Tax on Marriages, Chriſtenings and Burials. 

And if any thing herein named ſhould be fold where no ſuch Box 
ſhall te fixed\as atorelaid, or be ſent to Perſons Houles and there a- 
greed tor &c. It may be very eaſie for ſuch Perſons to ſend a Sere 
vant with the Seller to the next place where ſuch Box is, and there 
to pay the Tax, and Enter the Names of Buyer and Seller as atore- 
ſaid ; which every Houſe or Shop-keeper where ſuch Boxes are, 
may willingly, or be injoyned to do Gratis, by reaſon of the Three 
Pence in the Pound to be allow'd him as aforeſaid. 

One of which Boxes may be carry'd into any Court, &c. un- 
der the care of the Clerk of the Crown, or Peace ; or other Offi 
cer daily attending there. And one allo may be fixed at each Play- 
Houſe under the Care of him or them who give out the Tickets, & 

Query, Now (uppoſing the ſeveral particulars herein named, were 
Taxed according to this Propoſal? what Sums may reaſonably 
be expeRed to be raiſed thereby. 

Anſwer, Thig is (1 humbly conceive) equally uncertain with 
other Taxes of this kind, As on Glaſs, Paper and Parchment, &c. 
neither being poffibte to be eved (bo much as gueſſed at, till after 
ſome time for Tryal, &c. However according to ſuch Eſtimates as 1 
can make from Perſons who are dealers in fome of them,of what, for 
Years paſt, have been ſpent therein ; I ſhall give two or three In- 
ſtances, and ſubmir them to better and more certain Experience, 

rt. 'Tis Conjeftured that there have beea for} 
ſeveral Years paſt, upwards of 40 Millions of | [. s. 
Thouſands of Bricks and Tyles uſed yearly ; How- > 666,666»+---13 
ever | will only compute for the one third part 
thereof which at 1 s. per Thoufand will amount to } 

2, By ſeveral Computations, 'tis thought there> 
areupwards | of Seven Millions of People ( ſome 
lay Eight ) in England and Wales : Now ſuppoſe 
one fourth part of Seven, one with another, to lay | ,_ 
out for Hatts, Peruques, Commodes, Mufts, Tip- Wanwecian 
pets, Muſick, Singing and Dancing, &c. Twenty | 


Shillings each yearly, which at 22 d.-per Pound, 
amounts to= mk 


o on k 
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3- If 'Disburſed for China Ware, Cabinets, E(- 
cricoires, Pitures, Imported, Drawn, Bought and } 
Sold, at Playes. For Plate, Jewels, Clocks, ; 
Watches, Frikgpad Lace, Ge. x0 the Value of "©2929 
200,000 Pound yearly, at 124, per Pound that 
will amount untc 
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L. s. 
Theſe three Heads amount to---764, 166--»--1 3 


Without Reckoning for Plows, Motions, Canſes or Tryals, 
or for Swords, &c. 


"Now this Tax a for Seven Years (for) 
"then no Perſons w alter Mealures n 
by Tro fog yon prin Uſes of any of 


on the Expiration of 


vg 
le tw Ya as above would 


F, 
>$,349,165---11 


' "Bur ſuppoſing ſome of the Particular before mentioned be omit- 
ted, or that <poom- op yygnn- on m———, and 349,165 /. 
- [# the remaining Five Millions, to me ( with 
able hw, ) ſeerns very; probable to be raiſed with co 
core Eaſe, and ity, than by any other Propoſal I have yet 
cen. . 
If the Mite here Humbly offer'd, in the whole, or in part, prove 
Uſeful tothe King and Publick, 1 ſhall account my lelt very hap- 
Py in being laſtrumental therein. 


7. M. 


